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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the network interface" in line 16. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (!) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-8, 1 1-17 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Curry (U.S. 6233234 Bl) 



3. Regarding claim 1, Curry teaches (fig. 1) a telephone gateway device for selectively 
routing telephone calls between a PSTN and a computer network, comprising: a first telephone 
port adapted to connect to afleasf one POTS device (col. 3, lines" 3-18 and fig. 9); a second 
telephone port (20) adapted to connect to a standard telephone jack connected to the PSTN; a 
modem (54) adapted to establish a dial-up connection to the computer network; a network 
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interface device (58) adapted to establish a broadband connection to the computer network; a 
CODEC for encoding and decoding voice data relating to the telephone calls (col. 1 1, line 16 - 
col. 12, line 14); an internet telephony protocol for cdntr oiling iriteffief telephone" sessions" on the 
computer network (col. 5, lines 1-10); a detection circuit (116) including a microprocessor for 
detecting an initiating of a call on an attached POTS device (fig. 9) and selectively routing the 
toll call to the computer nefwdfk via the modem (54) of the network" interface device (58). 

4. Regarding claim 2, Curry teaches (fig. 3) the telephone gateway device comprising 
computer memory. 

5. Regarding claim 3, Curry teaches (figs. 3 and 4 and col. 1) the computer memory is 
ROM. 

6. Regarding claims 4 and 12, Curry teaches (col. 15, lines 34-50) the computer memory 
contains a unique identifier of the gateway. 

7. Regarding claims 5 and 13, Curry teaches (figs. 3 and 4 and col. 1) the computer memory 
further comprises RAM to receive and store information related to a user and gateway. 

8. Regarding claims 6 and 16, Curry teaches (col. 15, lines 13-33) detect a toll call based 
upon the dialing of a "1" or "01 1" on an attached POTS device. Curry teaches decoding DTMF 
dialing signals which reads" on this limitation. 
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9. Regarding claims 7 and 17, Curry teaches (fig. 5) the network interface comprises an 
Ethernet network interface card. 

10. Regarding claims 8, 14 and 19, Curry teaches (fig. 7) a database of information relating 
to non-toll area codes relative to an area code of a phone number associated with the POTS 

device. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 1 1, Curry teaches (fig. 1) a telephone gateway device for selectively 
routing telephone calls between a PSTN and a computer network, comprising: a first telephone 
port adapted to connect to atleasf one POTS device (col 3, lines 3-18 and fig. 9); a second 
telephone port (20) adapted to connect to a standard telephone jack connected to the PSTN; a 
modem (54) adapted to establish a dial-up connection to the computer network; a network 
interface (58) adapted to establish a broadband connection to the computer network; means" for 
transmitting and receiving voice data over the computer network (fig. 5); and circuitry (116) 
adapted to selectively routing a toll call initiated on an attached POTS device (fig. 9) to the 
computer network via either the modem (54) of the network interface (58) 

12. Regarding claim 15, Curry teaches (fig. 1) a telephone gateway device for selectively 
routing telephone calls between a PSTN and a computer network, comprising: a first telephone 
port adapted to connect to atleast one POTS device (col. 3, tines" 3-18 and fig. 9); a second 
telephone port (20) adapted to connect to a standard telephone jack connected to the PSTN; a 
modem (54) adapted to establish a dial-up connection to the computer network; a network 
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interface (58) adapted to establish a broadband connection to the computer network; an internet 
telephony protocol (abstract); computer memory figs. 3 and 4 and col. 1 containing a unique 
identifier of fhe gateway device (col. 9, line 5, col. 10, line 9) to receive and store information 
relating to user of the gateway device; and circuitry (1 16) to detect a toll call placed on the POTS 
device and selectively route the toll call to the computer network via either the modem (54) or 
the network" interface (58). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

13. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

14. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Curry in view of 
Nagao (U.S. 5764278). 

15. As mentioned above, Curry teaches all of the limitations of claim 1. 

16. Curry does not teach ITU-T G.71 1, G.723, G.728, and G.729. 

17. Nagao teaches" (cel. 5, lines 1-10) CODEC operating in accordance with ITU G.71 1, 
G.723, G.728, and G.729. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to adapt 
this to Curry's system, as it is well known in the art of audio encoding and decoding. 
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18. Claims 10 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Curry 
in view of Schuster (U.S. 6577622 Bl)). 

19. As mentioned above, Curry teaches all of the limitations of claim 1. 

20. Curry does not teach ITU-T H.323, SIP, and MGCP. 

2 1 . Schuster teaches (col. 8, lines 20-26) 

22. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to adapt this to Curry's 
system, as it is well known in the art. 



Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant argues that the examples given in the Restriction Requirement were 
insufficient. Below is a more detailed explanation of reasons for restriction. 

2. Inventions I, II and in are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. 

3. In the instant case, invention I has separate utility such as to facilitating a telephone 
connection over a computer network based detecting an initiation of a toll call on an 
attached POTS device and selectively routing the call to a computer network via either a 
modem or a network interface, which is distinct from inventions II and HI. 
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4. In the instant case, invention m has separate utility such as selectively routing a call 
over a computer network by comparing the area code to a database and routing based on 
toll or non-toll calls, which is distinct from inventions I and II. 

5. In the instant case, invention II has separate utility such as facilitating a telephone 
connection over a computer network based on querying a database of ITSP's and selecting 
an ITSP based on the querying, which is distinct from inventions I and III. 

.6. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

7. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the search required 
for Group I is not required for Group n, and is not required for Group DI, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 
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Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Roberta A Shand whose telephone number is 571-272-3 161 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00am-5 :30pm. 

4. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on 571-272-3155. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

5. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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